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                We couldn't find the page you were looking for. This is either because:

	There is an error in the URL entered into your web browser. Please check the URL and try again.
	The page you are looking for has been moved or deleted.



  You can return to our homepage by clicking here, or you can try searching for the
  content you are seeking by clicking here.
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                PIETA BROWN – At the end of February I'll play a couple split bills with my friend Pieta Brown in New England, sharing the band and backing each other, reprising a stripped-down version of the show that we toured in December in the Midwest.
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                Twenty-four years into the new century and I’ll turn forty-eight next week, having lived half my life in the old one. Half a life with the phone plugged into the wall and Code-a-Phone micro-cassettes piling up taped messages.


              
              
              

              
                
                Read More →
              
            

            
            
              
              

	














              
              

	














            


          

        

      
        

          
            
            


  
    
      
        
        
  

  
      
      

  

  

    

    

    

  

    
    

    

  


          

          

            
            
              
              

	














              
              

	














            


            
              
              
                DECEMBER 2023

            

            
            
            
              

	














              
              

	














            


            
              
            

            
              
                
                I first heard Pieta Brown back in 2002. Her debut record had just come out and she came through town to play the Cafe Carpe while I was out on the road. I missed the show…
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                The western tour continues in November with shows in New Mexico and Colorado, starting at the Old San Ysidro Church in Corrales, NM (11/10), and heading north to play San Miguel Mission in Santa Fe, NM (11/11) before rolling up into Colorado…
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                 After a show at the Cock'n Bull in Galway, New York earlier this month, I was sitting around having a late drink with the folks who run the place.
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                I got up early and built a fire in the scar out by the barn. I read for an hour as the light came up and then decided to rig up and fish. Getting out of the car at the turnout I realized I had an appointment at the dentist but figured, hell, I have an hour . . .
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                It's been a hot, rainy summer and what I'd really like to do all day is paint, but modern life is a series of banal instructions delivered directly to the ear with all the subtlety of a car alarm, and certain things must be accomplished…
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                Friday night (6/23) we'll play the last of our four Friday nights at tiny Floodwater Brewing Co, in Shelburne Falls, MA. These residency shows have been special, the good feeling in the good place and no foolishness, or maybe just the right kind.
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                I came home from the Midwest to the May porch, window corners filled with crabapple blossoms, lawn grown over for no-mow May, which timing dovetailed perfectly with the reign of no-mow wife.
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                MIDWEST – In the first half of May I'll embark on a Midwest tour that’s essentially a tour of Wisconsin with one show in Marquette, Michigan. Political borders are often captious. Wisconsin is the place where I was born and raised …
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                In April I'll play four shows with a full quartet in the Northeast, beginning with a return to the Cock'n Bull restaurant in Galway, NY (4/12), a magnificent old barn in the bucolic upstate farm country.
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                When I say March I mean April. I'm not doing anything much in March except writing this email and minding my own business, various as it tends to be and – so far, at least – endless.
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                 I dropped out of college as a junior in the fall of 1996, after attending a single class. I had rented an apartment, bought my books, and suddenly I couldn't stay. I was tan and strong from working outside, I was in love…
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                We went down to Tucson and cut a record. The boys flew or drove from Montana, Minnesota, Rhode Island, Texas, and we met up at a little adobe house – north of downtown and across from the blue neon of Gus's Liquor…
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                FURTHER ON: THE SONGS OF BILLY CONWAY

            

            
            
            
              

	














              
              

	














            


            
              
            

            
              
                
                Billy Conway would have been sixty-six today friends. A year ago we stood around his bed at midnight and sang him Happy Birthday, and he looked around at his people and said, “Oh Man! Can you imagine a better birthday?”
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                This guy. Lives in Wisconsin. Knows everything. Born in 1976, he's killing time in a little town ten miles from home, drives a 1984 Suburban, plays a 1973 Martin D-18.
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                In the first week of November I'll join my old friend Gregory Alan Isakov on the first leg of his fall 2022 European tour…
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                I sat down at the laminate pressboard desk in a hotel in Lewistown, Montana, last week and made a notebook recon of all the songs that seem to be in play.
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                The last time I saw Kelly Jo Phelps we met at Captain Jack’s Bar in Sumner, Washington, his formerly bucolic home town, lately devoured by metastatic Tacoma.
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                I'll be on the ground in Montana much of the summer, with shows in the first part of July which, for reasons that remain obscure, we are not yet able to announce…
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                We finished up with an afternoon show in Hesston, Kansas on Sunday, when it had finally quit either raining, or snowing, or blowing our hats off when we opened the hotel door in the morning. The redwings were singing as we piled into the truck . . .
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                Friends, it's March, and it's raining. In the morning I'll cook a triple recipe of Molho de Ovos from the Portugese Homestyle Cooking cookbook, the one where the pages are so broth-stained you have to pry them apart…
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                Winter in a northern climate tends to stick to the facts, and I'll try to do the same. I've been piling everything on the back burners and the kitchen smells like smoke.
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                Can You Show Me a Dream

            

            
            
            
              

	














              
              

	














            


            
              
            

            
              
                
                Mornings the past couple years have gone like this: wake in the dark, wander downstairs to boil water for coffee. In the clement seasons, light a small bundle of sage or a twist of sweetgrass and take it out to the porch…
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                Billy Conway was one of the best drummers America produced in the second half of the twentieth century.
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                This week I'll be running around New England solo for the first time in a long time, with shows in MA, NH, and VT, starting at the Center for Culture and History in Orleans, MA. on a show put on by Vinegrass (11/4), and then up to see my old friends at the Word Barn in Exeter, NH (11/5), and finishing up in Vermont with a show at the Zenbarn in Waterbury VT (11/6).
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                NEW ENGLAND – There are a few New England shows on the books in October and November, exquisitely timed to interfere with both fishing and hunting, and starting with a benefit for our local nonprofit, The Permaculture Place, in Shelburne Falls, MA.
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                Yesterday I knocked out a little desk work and then went fishing, knowing the remnant of Ida would swing north today and the brief window of dry, cool sun would close.
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